
 
 
 
Governor Phil Murphy 
  
Tropical Storm Fay 

● Avoid unnecessary travel 
● Monitor local weather 
● Report all power outages 
● Beware of downed power lines 

  
Meetings with the Legislature 

● Spoke with Senate President Sweeney and Speaker Craig Coughlin, we have an 
agreement on bonding. 

● The senate will pass legislation to give the administration the authority to bond 
for the funds needed of up to $9.9 billion 

● Thank you Senate President Sweeney and Speaker Coughlin for your 
leadership. 

● We also came together to commit ridding the word “freeholder” from our state. 
  
Motor Vehicle Commission 

● Licenses, registrations, inspections stickers, and temporary tags that expired 
between March 13th and May 31st have been extended to September 30th. 

● Those expiring between June 1st to August 31st have been extended to December 
31st. 

● We urge you to visit NJMVC.gov for online services before going to one of the 
in-person sites. 

● MVC Is taking steps to mitigate issues of crowding. 
  
 
 
 

http://njmvc.gov/


Testing 
● Visit covid19.nj.gov/testing to find a testing site near you. There are currently 244 

sites across the state to be tested across the state. 
● Testing is how we get the data we need to make the decisions we need. 
● We know that there are people out there who are carrying this virus without any 

symptoms, this is one reason why we are requiring everyone to wear face 
coverings both indoors and outdoors. 

● Visit monclairnjusa.org to pre-register for free covid19 and antibody testing. An 
appointment, however, is not required. Monday July 13th and Tuesday July 14th. 

  
The Numbers 
  
New cases: 367 
New statewide total: 174,628 
Rate of transmission 7/8: 0.98 
NJ spot positivity rate 7/6: 2.23% 
  
Hospitalized: 905 
Requiring intensive care: 162 
Require ventilators: 94 
  
New deaths: 31 
New statewide total deaths: 13,532 
Total additional probable deaths: 1,947 
  
Some individuals lost to COVID-19 honored today 

● We remember Dr. Arnold Demain. He was a proud World War II veteran, and a 
research microbiologist and university professor. Arny was a true pioneer in the 
life sciences who wrote or edited countless books and articles, and received 
numerous awards. 

● We remember Dr. Joaquin “Jack” Garcia, who was a Major in the Army National 
Guard and a physician at Whippany Family Practice. He was a caring father, 
loving husband, and an inveterate prankster. He loved music, and lived life in the 
words of his favorite song, “I did it my way.” 

● We remember Highland Park Councilwoman Susie Welkovits. Susie grew up in 
Highland Park, and returned there to raise her children. She was a strong 
advocate for the borough’s public schools and dedicated her service to creating a 
safer community. 

  

http://covid19.nj.gov/testing
http://monclairnjusa.org/


  
Department of Health Commissioner Judy Persichilli 
  
Mosquitos 

● Spending time outdoors is a good way to maintain physical and mental health, 
but it is important to take steps to avoid mosquito bite spread viruses. 

● To protect against these diseases, residents should: 
○ Wear EPA approved insect repellent 
○ Avoid being outdoors during dawn or dusk 
○ Wear long sleeves and long pants 
○ Cover cribs, strollers, and baby carriers with mosquito netting 
○ Fix holes in screens to keep mosquitos out 
○ Dumping out standing water on your property weekly goes a long way to 

limit mosquito bites 
●  
● Symptoms of mosquito born disease typically appear 2-14 days after exposure, 

but most people show no symptoms. 
● Contact a healthcare provider if you experience any symptoms of mosquito born 

disease. 
  
Multi-System Inflammatory Syndrome  

● We now have 51 cases. No new cases since last report. 
○ 9 are currently hospitalized. 
○ The ages are between 1 – 18.  
○ All have either tested positive for covid19 or had positive antibody tests.  
○ There have been no deaths.  

● Demographic Breakdown 
○ White 16% 
○ Black 34% 
○ Hispanic 39% 
○ Asian 7% 
○ Other 5% 

●  
  

Hospital and Resource usage. 
● 58% of critical care patients on are ventilators. 
● Our spot positivity rate in testing is for July 6th is 2.23%. North was 1.78%, 

Central was 2.12% and the South 4.25%.  



  
Deaths 

● Of the 31 deaths we are reporting today, 18 were from earlier than July.  
● Demographic breakdown of deaths: 

○ White 54.2% 
○ Black 18.3% 
○ Hispanic 20.2% 
○ Asian 5.5% 
○ Other 1.8% 

●  
  
Long Term Care Facilities  

● We will be making changes to how this data is shown on the dashboard. 
○ To provide the public with a clearer, real time picture of which facilities 

currently have outbreaks, only those facilities with current, active 
outbreaks will be listed on the dashboard. 

○ About 100 facilities that no longer have outbreaks will be removed. 
● At the state’s veterans’ homes 388 residents have tested positive and 146 

residents have died. No new cases or deaths. 
● Psychiatric hospitals have had 211 patients testing positive and there have been 

13 deaths. No new cases or deaths. 
  
Questions from the media 
  
What do you say to criticisms that the symbolism of removing the term “freeholder” 
doesn’t square with your proposed cuts of anti-discrimination training for law 
enforcement? Are you looking at anything else that is racist or has connections to 
prejudice that you can change or get rid of? 
Murphy: The answer is we’re out of money. We can collectively, with the legislature, 
change the name freeholder. That doesn’t cost us anything. We need the ability to 
borrow which we will now get. We need the federal cash, and we need possible other 
revenue sources. If we get those things, we will be able to fund those programs. That’s 
coming across all parts of government. We are asking every department to give us 15% 
cuts. We’re taking advice from folks and constantly thinking this through. I’ve got 
nothing else on the list, but we are open to anything else folks find offensive. 
  
 
 



Will you be using any of the borrowed funds to invest in upgrading the unemployment 
system? Any other specific priorities that you can say for certain will be restored? 
Murphy: We’ve cut back $5.2 billion in the 4-month budget that certainly would be on 
the list. 
  
Since many nursing homes have had a high infection rate, do you think that will create 
herd immunity in those homes that would protect them from a second wave? 
Dr. Tan: We still don’t know a lot about immunity and how much protection people 
might have after they’ve been exposed. Particularly for the long-term care populations 
there are other factors we have to consider like weaker immune systems. We also have 
to recognize there may be changes in staff and residents. As we start to learn more and 
more about the concept of immunity, it’s still doesn’t take the place of taking all the 
precautions that we’ve been taking this entire time. 
  
Regarding borrowing, $9.9 billion is 98% of the estimated 10.1 billion revenue shortfall, 
so does this mean we won’t need federal cash? The Senate president had said in order 
to approve borrowing he would need to know which taxes would be increased and by 
how much to repay the bonds, what are the details on that? 
Murphy: The maximum is $9.9 billion; it does not obviate the need for federal cash. I 
believe the hole in New Jersey is probably $20 billion. I still don’t have a better handle 
on the federal cash. I would assume that with this virus ravaging so many states, this 
probability is probably sadly going up, but I cannot tell you how high, when, and how NJ 
will be treated if that is the case. We did not get into a discussion on revenues in our 
discussion with the Legislative leadership. I think in fairness everybody recognizes the 
need for the borrowing, even with federal cash and new revenues. I think it took us a 
little bit longer because we wanted the checks and balances is held sacrosanct. 
 
Platkin: The bill is an authorization, so that does not mean that will be the full amount 
borrowed. There is nothing in the borrowing bill that would mandate a revenue increase 
to pay for these bonds. 
  
As we reach the end of the week, how do you think Tuesday’s primary went? 
Murphy: based on what we know, we feel pretty good. It was a hybrid process. I still 
don’t have the complete answer, but the process feels like it worked. I think we need, on 
the in-person piece of this, that the counties are going to need a longer runway. 
  
 
 
 



What is the state’s goal with testing right now? 
Murphy: Our capacity is outstripping demand. The testing labs and their turnaround 
times have slowed since a month ago, that’s a national reality. If we’ve got the capacity, 
and you have any reason to think you’ve been exposed, go out and get tested. Let’s use 
the capacity we have. 
  
Persichilli: Our goal is to test 20,000 individuals a day, and our total as of today is 
1,599,000 individuals have been tested in NJ both symptomatic and asymptomatic. 
  
What kind of tax increases are we possibly looking at? 
Murphy: It’s too early to tell on this. Just as a personal opinion, I personally like the 
notion of the folks, both individuals, companies, certain purchases that reflect folks who 
have succeeded helping us to pay for a comprehensive program to shrinking the 
inequities in our state. That’s the sort of thing, if we have these gaping inequities, finding 
ways to try and surgically address that. 
  
Is there any chance school may not start in person this fall? Do parents have the right to 
opt their children out of in person learning? 
Murphy: my strong hope and expectation is that schools will be open. But if we get 
close and we see something that is causing enormous concern, we are not going to put 
people’s health at risk. I hope at the end of the day that educators, administrators, 
parents, and kids will look at the district plans as they are being developed and think 
they can safely be in that environment, but the #1 nut that we have to make sure we 
crack is the passing from the asymptomatic to those in vulnerable populations. On the 
opt-out question, let’s wait on that, that’s going to be a district question. 
  
What should someone do if they see someone outside not wearing a mask? 
Murphy: First, if it’s someone walking their dog or out by themselves for a walk or a jog, 
that’s not what we’re after. We’re after intense congregation, people on top of each 
other. My advice would be to tell someone in authority as opposed to go to the 
individual directly. 
  
Will opponents of Rutgers football and other college teams be exempt from the 
quarantine advisory? 
Murphy: Essential travel is exempted but we would expect testing and if someone is 
symptomatic or positive for covid19, they shouldn’t be getting on the plane in the first 
place. 
  
 



Could the testing result delays possibly impact the state’s reopening plan? 
Murphy: It could but it has not at the moment. 
  
Antonia Spano 
Director of Legislative Affairs 
Hoboken Strategy Group 
 


